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Burundi Crisis 

Regional Impact 

Democratic Republic of Congo.  As of 18 May, more than 9,000 

Burundi refugees had crossed the border into the DRC since the   

beginning of April. So far, WFP has provided food assistance to about 

2,800 refugees in South Kivu. A new camp will be built in Fizi, in 

South Kivu to accommodate the refugees. WFP provides high energy 

biscuits to new arrivals at the border entry points and cooked meals 

as well as dry rations to those who have been settled.  

The “most likely” scenario in the draft Burundi Refugee Response Plan 

projects the arrival of 30,000 refugees into DRC.  

Rwanda. As of 19 May, more than 26,000 Burundi refugees had  

entered Rwanda since the beginning of April. The downward trend in 

the daily arrival rate continues with refugees reporting difficulties in 

leaving Burundi as a result of roadblocks and demand for bribes along 

the way to the border. The nutrition status of new arrivals is of serious 

concern, with the MUAC screening showing proxy global acute       

malnutrition (GAM) rates of 24 percent in Mahama Camp and 28   

percent among new arrivals received at the Bugesera Reception    

Centre. The acute malnutrition rates are three times higher than the 

rates in the districts of origin. This is most likely based on the       

children’s lack of resilience to the shock of movement, illness and 

disrupted meals when they are in an already weakened condition due 

to chronic under nutrition.  To address the situation, malnourished 

children are enrolled in treatment programmes, where WFP provides 

specialized nutritional products. WFP and partners also plan to initiate 

blanket supplementary feeding for all refugee children below five 

years. WFP provides high energy biscuits at the border crossing point, 

cooked meals at the transit and reception centers and monthly food 

rations to those who have settled in the camp. An IR-EMOP was   

approved to provide assistance to 20,000 displaced persons for a 

period of three months. 

The “most likely” scenario in the Burundi Refugee Response Plan  

projects the arrival of 100,000 refugees.   

Tanzania. Although actual numbers are still being verified, indications 

are that over 60,000 Burundi refugees have crossed the border into 

Tanzania. The majority of newly arrived refugees are concentrated in 

Kagunga from where they are transported by boat to Kigoma, for 

onward overland transport to Nyarugusu camp. Nyarugusu camp has 

reached its capacity, therefore new arrivals are temporarily            

accommodated at the Lake Tanganyika stadium to allow for expansion 

of the camp. Overcrowding is causing serious health and sanitation 

concerns. Cases of severe watery diarrhea and cholera are on the 

increase. Under these challenging circumstances, WFP continues to 

provide dates to refugees at the border entry points and while on 

transit to the camps, cooked meals upon arrival at the camp and 

monthly food rations to those who have settled. An  IR-EMOP was 

approved to provide assistance to 12,000 displaced persons for a 

period of three months. 

The “most likely” scenario in the draft Burundi Refugee Response Plan 

projects the arrival of 70,000 refugees.   

Uganda. More than 1,500 people from Burundi have entered Uganda 

through Tanzania since the beginning of April. The new arrivals are 

making their way directly to the Nakivale and Oruchinga settlements 

in the southwestern part of the country. WFP provides dry food rations 

to new arrivals who have been registered and settled. The draft    

UNHCR joint response plan for the Burundi crisis projects the arrival of 

15,000 refugees.  

In numbers  

> 100,000 displaced across borders 

> 500 displaced within Burundi 

> 1,000 new arrivals weekly to neighbouring countries 

USD 68 million needed for 6 months based on current 

project numbers to meet needs of existing operations 

that are responding to the Burundi crisis. 

Situation Update 
In the lead up to Presidential elections in June, Burundi has       

experienced an upsurge in violence and unrest involving     

massive protests and clashes between the opposition and the 

armed police in the capital Bujumbura and other towns and 

cities. Following the failed coup, the situation remains tense. 

Over 100,000 people have fled the country into DRC, Rwanda, 

Tanzania and Uganda with thousands more reportedly on the 

move as fear escalates. There are reports of displaced persons 

in the Northern provinces bordering Rwanda, which had already 

been identified as potential hotspots in the inter-agency     

contingency plan for the Burundi elections.  

Burundi: Through its current operation, WFP is already      

responding to the needs of Congolese refugees while providing 

supplementary feeding for acutely malnourished women and 

children, assisting returnee school children, supporting people 

affected by climatic shocks, and helping vulnerable             

communities recover from protracted crisis through the      

implementation of assets creation and rehabilitation activities. 

In response to the crisis, WFP is providing food assistance to 

about 500 internally displaced persons (IDPs) currently hosted 

in social institutions within Bujumbura. An immediate response 

emergency operation (IR-EMOP) has been approved to provide 

assistance to 25,000 displaced persons and vulnerable people 

for a period of three months in Bujumbura capital city,       

Bujumbura rural, Makamba, Cibitoke and Kirundo Provinces. 

New support is needed urgently to ensure sufficient resources 

are available to respond to an additional emergency caseload. 

WFP requires USD 3.5 million immediately under the          

contingency plan for preparedness measures in addition to the 

USD 4 million requested to meet existing needs for the next six 

months.    

Resourcing 

 6-month  

Shortfall USD 

6-month  

Shortfall % 

Burundi PRRO  4 million 24% 

DRC Refugee PRRO 19 million 31% 

Rwanda Refugee PRRO 13 million 83% 

Tanzania Refugee PRRO 14 million 73% 

Uganda Refugee PRRO 18 million 40% 

Contacts 

Jesse Wood, Regional Donor Relations Officer, RB Nairobi 

email: jesse.wood@wfp.org 

Challis McDonough, Senior Regional Communications Officer, RB Nairobi 

email: challis.mcdonough@wfp.org 

David Orr, Regional Communications Officer, RB Johannesburg 

email: david.orr@wfp.org 

Jihan Jacobucci, Regional Resource Mobilization and Reporting Officer,RB Johannesburg 

email: jihan.jacobucci@wfp.org 
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